Open tops and hidden valleys

The breahtaking viewsand bush dad valleys of Balmont
Regional Park make it a faourite open space for walking,
running, mountan biking and horse riding. Located in

the hill country be tween Poriruaand the Hutt Valley, the
pak features the historic Kom koo Dam, World War |l
munitionsstorms and the origind coach road from Lower
Hutt to Pauatahanui. The dimb to Boulder Hill (442 m) or
Bdmont Tig (4 57m ) gives sweaeping views over Porirua and
‘Wellington Harboursand the Hutt Valley.

The Korokoro Valley forest containsthe |t significant
stand of rimu-rata-tawatohekohe inthe southwest of the
‘Wellington region. Pukatea, mata and kahikatea emerge in
the remnart forest of Dry Cresk, while the pocket of taval
kohdioheforest at Cannons Creek & the Brgest on the
eastern side of the Porirus Basin.

The Korokoro Valley forest supportsa significantdiversity of
native birds induding piwakawaka(fantail), ruru (morepark ),
grey warbler, riflerman, shining cuckea and bellbird. Tuiand
kemrutend to mrgeseasonally throughout the park's native
forest and neighbouring gardens in search of food,

I 2015, a strip of the north western ara of the park
wassold to the government to enableconstruction of the
Transmission Gully Motorway. While park vis s entering
at Cannors Cresk and Warspite Avenuenolonger have
access to the Hutt Vdley, they canreach a lookout giving
an acellent view of the road construction progress thmugh
this dramatic stretch of hill counmy. Links © the e of the
pak will be ssblEhed when the motorway is comp leted
sometime around 2 020,

How to get there

Entrances
off SH2

% Cornish Street, Oakleigh Street and Stratton Street
via Dowse Interchange

2 Hill Road via Belmont Interchange

/', Kaitangata Crescent, Kelson

/' Dry Creaek near the intersaction of SH2 and SH58
£ 0ld Coach Road via Normandale Road

Off SH1

/% Cannons Creek via Mungavin e
/', Takapu Road, Grenada Morth

Off SH58
/. Balmont Road
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Barly Maori used twio majpr roues o link the Wellington
and Porirua harbours, b oth crossing the hillsof what is
now Bdmont Regional Park. One began from the Korokoro
Stream mouth and wound over the hills descending to
Pornirua Harbour Theother ran from the Pauathanui arm
of Porirua Harbo ur south over the hills, and down Speady's
greaminBdmont Thee moutes intially linkad Nogatilra
fiving in the Hutt Valey and Forrua and laer the kawhia
and Taranaki i who had migrated here during the 1820s.

TaaraTramping C lub members at Bemont Trig, B2 7

ThaOld Coach Road wasfirst walked in 1857, befor
being completed asa draymad in 187 2. Coachesfrom the
Hutt used thisroute to Pauaahanui untl themid 1880s
when it wassuparsaded by Haywards Hill Road (now SHSE).
Howwever its original road bed can still be walked today.

Thegmwth of Petone bomugh and the need for a sacure
watersupply led to the damming of the Korokoro Steam
in 1908 and the acquisition through the Public Works Act
of B Afawa’s 1,214 ace Maungaraki Reserve. Duning
Wiarld War Il the Public Works Department built 62 concrete
amnmunition mag azines to storearmy munitions, much of it
destined for use inthe Paific campaign. Spread acmss just
owver 1000 acres, themag &ineswer supp osedly bid out ©
resammble a poultry farm from the air. Balmont R egional Park
was opened on 2 April 1989, the first park in New Zaland
o combine land for receation, corservation and farming
purpo ses. In 2 005 the entire arma wa secured in public
owneshipto bemanaged by Greaer Wellington Regional
Coundl.

Public transport

From Patone Railway Station, walk over the pedestrian
overpass and walk 10 minutes along Pito-One Road to the
Cornish Streat antrance or take bus #150 to Oakleigh
Street.

From Melling Station take bus #158 to the junction of
Sweatacres Drive and Hill Road. Enter the park at the
Sweetacres track 100m up Hill Read or continue 0.7 km
up Hill Road to the park entrance.

From Waterloo Interchange take bus #150 to the top
of Major Drive, Kalson. The entrance is Tkm from the
intersection with Kaitangata Crescent.

From Manor Park Station walk 10 minutes to the Dry
Creek entrance.

From Porirua Station, take bus #5653, #6564 or #61 to Cannons
Croak.

For Informatlon, tmetables and fares;

www.metlink.org.nz or 0800 801 700

Please take care of your park

» Take your rubbish home and recycle it where possible,

» Dogs are permitted in the Korokoro and Dry Creek
Valleys. Kesp thern under contral and remove droppings.
No dogs on or near farmland.

» Do not remove, disturk or damage native plants ar
animals.

» Light no fires. You are welcome to bring a portabla gas
barbecua.

» Use gates and stiles. Leave gates as you find them.

» Poison may be laid in the park to control possums. Do
not remove notices or disturb baits, lures, trapping lines
of Carcassas.

Activities in the park
Walking, Running and Tramping

il E3

Bedmont Regional Park offers walks o ver rolling hilks,
through bush-clad valleys and across famnland. Wearstrong
shoos or boots,

Dogsam permitied in the Korokora, Stratton Streat and
Dry Cregk valleys. Keep them under control and remaove

dro ppings .
Mountain Biking

Mountain biking is centred on the hillsdopes betwean
Stratton woolshad and Hill famn) Road. The Balmont Area
Mourtainbike As=odation (BAMBA) maintans fracksthat.
ae umdonl for downhill biking. The uphill biking tracks
are shamd withwalkers. nformation oncurment and futura
racks can be found at wwaw.bamba.om.nz.

Horse Riding

The best entry point for haseriders ar at Stratton Streat
ard Dry Creak, both of which hase toilets and horse

float parking. Horse riders can also enter from Horak i

R, Sweetacres Resarve, and Kawngata Crescent. Special
conditions apply for horse riding accessfrom the Hill Rd
and Takapu Rd entrances contact theranger for maon

informm ati on.

Y¥au may picnic amywher inthe park. There are good picnic
spats near the Korokaro Dam, Baked BeansBeand, Statton
Street vallay and near the Dy Creak antmnca,

Picnicking

Camping and group activities m

Camping is allbwed in tha Dry Crask Vdley, please follow
thesignsin theinformation kiosk. Registerat the camping
reqistration b

The Stmtton Street and Dy Creak entmncas are suitable for
gmUp activities and events. The Stratton Streat d &sroom
can be hired by groups of up to 35 people.

Belmont www.gw.govt.nz /parks

Get involved

Mumerous community groups ae ivolved in the
protection, resto@tion and enhancement of the park.
S wwnw. gw.govt/belmont for contact detaik.

Safely in the park

The park ha modemtdy seephils and B exposed on the
tops towind, rain and fog. Weather conditions can change

quickly =0 pleasa
- check theweather forecast before your trip

- carry warm and waterproof dothing, and enough food
and drink for your trip

- carry sun protection

- plan your route and tell someone your intentions
- wear stmong laceup boos or walking shoes

- awid steams during heawy rain

Opening hours

Wehiclk gaesat Hill Bd and Statton 5t are open from
Bam - dusk. Dry Credk vehick gate remainso pen
through out thesummer but inwinier islocked between
Gpm and Gam. Someparts of the park may be desed for
famn management pumposes, partcul aly during lambing,
August-Ocober
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Tracks and Trails

A Cannons Creek Entrance

Maara Roa Loop Walk ——
*(30 minutes)

A short walk in the area the Friends of Maara Roa are
replanting after a fire swept through in 2003, Along the
walk there are lovely views acrass and down Cannons Creak

Motorway View Loop Walk ———
(2 hours)

This loop walk from Warspite Svenua, Porirua, is up to and
through farmland in the park. it has a good viewing point
owear the Transmission Gully motorway construction..

/. Takapu Road entrance

Viaduct View Loop Walk ——
{15 minutes)

A short walk to the bast point for following the progress of
the viaduct being built across Cannons Craek. This bridge

is part of the construction of the new Transmission Gully
motorway

Gannons Head Loop Track - - - @
(2.5 hours)

This trail circles thraugh the steep farmland of the Cannaons
Creak heachwaters. Thera is a good view point over the
motorway corridar.

/ Cornish Street entrance

/ Oakleigh Street entrance
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Discover an historic dam and remnants of the original forest or
Korokoro Valley Walk

journey up for the views from the open tops.
&
{3 hours return}

A graded track follows the old water pipeline up to the historic

Korckoro Dam.

Wander past nikau palms in rermnants of the original fonest,
discover an histonc dam, or tramp up to the opan tops for the
Views.

Korokoro Dam Loop Track =
{1 hour)

A medium walk winds down through cool native forest to the
historic dam.

/ Old Coach Road entrance

Local access to the Stratton and Belmont farm walking, biking
and horsa riding tracks.

/. Belmont Road entrance

Local access to the Balmont Road and Boulder Hill tramping
tracks.

Boulder Hill
A4

2 Hill Road entrance

Kaitangata
Crescent
entrance

" Streams

Sign and map produced February 2016

/. Stratton Street entrance

Explore this patchwork of grassland and regenerating
native bush, spread across hills and valleys hidden from
Belment Trly Loop ==

the city.

{4 hours)

An energetic round trip, taking in panoramic views from

the highest point in the park, along with native forest in

the middle part of Korokoro Valley

P — Al
{1 hour one way)

This winding uphill mountain bike and walking track

starting from Stratton Woolshed links the upper
Konokoro Valley with Old Coach Road on the ridge

above.
REE

Experience a working farm sat an rolling hills and
rugged valleys, encounter WWIl munitions stores and
ba astonished by the views.

Belment Farm Loop ——
{3 hours)

Actrip through same of the high rolling hills of Belmaont

Farmm. Dogs are nat allowed in farmland.

Mative forest

- Forest regrowth
/'v’ Farmland (closed in spring)
see "“For more information”
" 2
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Mo unauthorised access
to motorway corridor

Park entrance

=  Park building

= WWII munitions stores

Minor park tracks

Information

Parking

Toilets

Picnic sites

Easy walking
Walking

Easy Tramping
Tramping
Mountain biking
Horse riding
Viewing point

Historic place
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Camping at Dry Creek
by self-registration

4. Dry Creek entrance

This is @ main entry to the park for walkers, mountain
bikers and horse riders. Explore the Dry Creek valley or
head up to Boulder Hill for the views and disoover the rast
of the park beyond.

Waterfall Roalg -~ =2a=e
(1 hour return)

Try this short safe noute for a taste of back country
tramping. It is an easy scramble for all ages through native
bush up to a small waterfall, Expect to get wet feat, perfect
Korokero Traverse

for a sunny surmmer’s day.
7 1o 8 Hours one way

Take the challengel This day trip traverses the valleys

and ridge tops of the eastemn side of the park. About half
of it is through farmland. The views are tremendous and
there are also a variety of historic features to discover.

* All timmes refer to walking
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