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This Cycling Plan (formerly known as the 
Regional Cycling Strategy) was developed to 
improve the regional level of service for cycling, 
to promote cycling as an activity and mode of 
transport and improve the safety of cycling. It 
sets out a vision shared by the region’s key 
agencies involved in cycling and sets objectives 

Regional Cycling Plan
and desired outcomes for the promotion and 
development of cycling.  

The plan was adopted by the RLTC on 27 
February 2004. Ensuring alignment with the 
strategic framework provided by the RLTS 2007 – 
2016 will be carried out as part of the plan’s next 
review.

The objectives of the RLTS are: 

• Assist economic and regional development
• Assist safety and personal security
• Improve access, mobility and reliability
• Protect and promote public health
• Ensure environmental sustainability
• Ensure that the Regional Transport Programme is affordable for the regional community.

The RLTS outcomes of particular relevance to this implementation plan are:

• Increased mode share for pedestrians and cyclists
• Improved level of service for pedestrians and cyclists
• Increased safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

The RLTS 2016 targets of particular relevance to this implementation plan are:

• Active modes account for at least 15% of region wide journey to work trips
• All of the strategic cycle network provides an acceptable level of service
• Fewer than 75 cyclists injured in the region per annum.  

Cycling Vision
The evolution of a cycling culture where cycling 
is a recognised and valued transport mode that is 
safe, accessible and pleasant throughout the 
region.

Objectives 
• Create an advocacy ethic that facilitates 

coordination among lead agencies.
• Enhance cycling safety throughout the region 

via education initiatives and improved 
infrastructure.

• Increase accessibility, integration and safety 
for cycling.

• Improve awareness of all forms of cycling - 
commuting, recreational and tourism.

Outcomes
• Improved level of service for cycling 
• Increased mode share for cycling 
• Improved perception of cycling safety, 

convenience and ease 
• Increased safety for cyclists.

The plan takes a balanced and integrated 
approach incorporating physical works, 
education and promotion to achieve these 
outcomes.  No element on its own will achieve 
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the gains desired for the region.  Critical to this 
integrated approach and the plan’s effectiveness 
are three interventions outlined in the action 
programme on the following pages.  These are 
political advocacy, Road Controlling Authority 
(RCA) cycling work programmes and a Regional 
Cycling Coordinator. 

Cycling conditions are affected by a number of 
agencies including RCAs, Regional Public 
Health, Land Transport NZ, schools and user/
advocacy groups.  Agencies involved in the 
development of this plan discerned a clear need 
for education and promotional initiatives to be 
centrally coordinated.  The success of these 
activities relies upon ongoing and active support 
from the above groups.  However, this can be 
best facilitated by a position dedicated to 
coordinating relevant strategy actions.  

Advancing the vision of a cycling culture also 
requires RCAs to engage in dedicated work 
programmes and active coordination to ensure 
ongoing improvements to the cycling network.  
Coordinated initiatives, particularly those with 
region wide or cross-boundary implications, are 
likely to hold more weight politically.  GWRC is 

in a position to advocate at political levels for 
adequate funding, locally for RCA programmes 
and centrally for ongoing cycling funding. The 
creation of a cycling culture in the region is 
explicit in the vision and stems from the region 
wide decline in cycling and the desire for 
improved cycling safety.

Figure 1:  Wellington’s strategic cycling network.

Monitoring
Greater Wellington Regional Council will have 
responsibility for monitoring the progress of 
actions in the cycling action programme against 
respective performance measures on an ongoing 
basis.  Monitoring of system wide cycling 
indicators will be undertaken within the RLTS 
Annual Monitoring Report process. 

The system wide indicators are:

• Level of service for cycling
• Proportion of all trips cycled
• Perception of cycling safety, convenience and 

ease
• Relative risk of cycling as a transport mode 

(measured against vehicle, pedestrian and 
bus travel).
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