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Reasons for the submission

The High pressure transmission pipelines are required to meet the safety and
operational requirements of the Health and Safety in Employment (Pipelines)
Regulations 1999 and the operating code Standard NZ/AS2885 Pipelines — Gas
and Liquid Petroleum (NZ/AS2885). Vector is required to ensure the protection
and integrity of the pipeline is maintained to ensure the safety of the public,
property, and the envirocnment.

Third party interference is one of the main risks to the safety and integrity of the
underground pipelines. Activities which may affect the gas pipelines should take
into account the location and protection requirements of the pipelines. Activities
in the vicinity of transmission gas pipeline should be carried out, as far as
practicable, in such a way so as not to compromise the safe and efficient
operation of the pipeline.

Vector generally supports Policy 7: Protecting regionally significant infrastructure
- regional and district plans, of the Proposed Regional Policy Statement and
commends the Regional Council for proposing such a Policy which specifically
provides for the protection of regionally significant infrastructure. We do however
recommend some minor amendments to Policy 7 and its explanation as detailed
further in our submissions.

Submission

Vector seeks:

(a) That the Proposed Regicnal Policy Statement be adopted subject to the
specific amendments as sought below, or amendments which give effect
to Vector's concerns as set out in this submission (to Vector's
satisfaction); and

{b) Any other consequential amendments are made.

Submission

This submission relates to the Policy 7 of the Proposed Regional Policy
Statement.

To ensure that incompatible land uses or activities are recognised, and that
appropriate measures to ensure that any adverse effects on the operation or
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protection requirements of regionally significant infrastructure are avoided or
mitigated, Vector considers that the affected infrastructure utility operator/owner
should be consulted with.

Relief Sought
Vector seeks:

Insert additional wording to Policy 7: Protecting regionally significant
infrastructure - regional and district plans of the Proposed Regional Policy
Statement to read:

The owners or operators of regionally significant infrastructure shall be consulted

with when such infrastructure is affected by any proposed potentially incompatible
land use or activity.

Submission

This submission relates to the explanation of Policy 7 of the Proposed Regional
Policy Statement.

Vector suggests that some additional wording may be included in the explanation
which provides for the necessary protection requirements of regicnally significant
infrastructure from incompatible land uses or activity. The protection of
regionally significant infrastructure such as transmission gas pipelines not only
provides an assurance for the continued supply of an important physical
resource, but also provides a necessary level of safety, from any external
interference.

Relief Sought
Vector seeks:
Amend the explanation section associated with Policy 7: Protecting regionally
significant infrastructure — regional and district plans of the Proposed Regional
Policy Statement to read:

.................. Incompatible land uses or activities are those which adversely affect the

efficient operation of infrastructure or restrict its ability to be maintained or
sufficientily protected.
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