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File:   E/6/1/5

Report to the Wellington Regional Council

from Cr Margaret Shields, Deputy Chairperson

Overseas Study Tour

1.
Purpose

To seek formal approval for the Chairperson to undertake a study tour overseas.

2. Background

In December last, Council:

(i) Approved in principle that the Chairman undertake a study tour relating to Regional Government in the United Kingdom during July 2000.

(ii) Noted that Cr Macaskill would be accompanied by Mr Maguire.  

(iii) Noted that detailed itinerary would be submitted for Council approval early  2000.

My report to that meeting of Council identified a number of developments in Great Britain which had components very relevant to current thinking here.  They include:

(a) The different approaches to regional assemblies in London, Scotland and Wales.

(b) The relationships of regional government with central government and local authorities.

(c) UK experiences, from a political perspective, in managing water both in an environment of private ownership (England and Wales) and continuing public ownership (Scotland).

(d) The importance of Regional economic development as a key role of local government in the UK.  It is understood that Yorkshire and Humberside is a very interesting case study of a voluntary regional assembly comprising representatives of the public and private sectors.

(e) Transport as it undergoes continuing change, with integration a key driver.  The UK has problems of a scale we cannot comprehend, but which are very similar in type to our own transport problems.

(f) The different models of local government now being applied in England, Scotland and Wales.  Of particular interest is the new Greater London Authority, which was elected in May 2000.

3. Comment
The British High Commission has provisionally indicated that the British Government would be willing to assist with arranging and funding the in- England part of the  study programme.  However, officials have indicated a preference for a later time than originally envisaged, as late July-August is peak British summer holiday time.  They have suggested undertaking the study tour late August and September.

At this stage, the British itinerary has not been finalised, but approval is needed now so the necessary travel bookings can be made.  The key facets of the tour have been agreed and include:

· London

Meeting with various Central Government and Local Government politicians and Officials  including:

· The Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions

· The newly elected Mayor of London and the Officials at the Greater London Authority, which takes office shortly.  They are likely to include Mayor Livingstone, Judith Mayhew, a New Zealander who is very prominent in Local Government (it is understood she chairs the City of London Policy and Finance Committee) and who has recently been appointed to the Mayor’s Cabinet and, Dr Bob Chilton, formerly Chief Executive of the Local Government Commission for England and the “architect” of the new Greater London Authority.

· Eleanor Kelly, the Chief Executive of Tour Hamlets, London Borough.  Eleanor was a very impressive speaker at the Local Government New Zealand’s Conference

· Lord Filkin of the new Local Government Network which is referred to in my report on my own recent overseas visit.

· Yorkshire and Humberside

Cr Sir John Harman, Leader of the Regional Assembly for Yorkshire and Humberside and Officials would be visited.  Unlike  Greater London, Scotland and Wales, this Regional Assembly is a voluntary Assembly involving Central Government, Local Government and the private sector. A key focus is on promoting the economic, social and environment of the region and of its people.

· Manchester
To meet with owners of Docklands Light Rail of London who operate a successful light rail system grafted onto, and extending,  an old rail line.

· Scotland
· Scottish Assembly Edinburgh

· Mr Alistair Findlay, Chief Executive of the Scottish Water Authority, Inverness.

· Wales
· Mr Graham Hawker, Hyder Water, Cardiff

· Welsh Assembly, Cardiff

Appropriate contact persons at the Scottish and Welsh Assemblies are being provided by the British High Commission here.

4. Visit to Europe

The earlier approval in principle by Council was for a study tour within Great Britain.  As indicated in my report about my own private overseas visit, I strongly recommend that the Chairman’s visit should be extended to include some European centres where there are very advanced and efficient transport systems that incorporate features, particularly integration, we have been advocating for Wellington.  Two such cities are Berlin and Bologna.  The latter has a population very close to that of Wellington.  A third city that could be looked at with advantage, would be Rome – a city that is solving “monumental” transport difficulties and which is making good use of small electric buses.

5. Costs

The estimated gross cost of the visit to Great Britain for the Chairman is $13,800.00 but as indicated above, much of the in-England costs are expected to be borne by the British Government.  Should the visit be extended to the centres such as Berlin, Bologna and Rome, the additional cost would be $2,800.00.

As previously advised, approval of any travel for Mr Maguire is a matter for the General Manager who has indicated his support.   Also any additional costs relating to accompanying partners would not be a charge.

Recommendation

That the Council approve the Chairman undertaking the study tour as outlined above during August and September 2000.

MARGARET SHIELDS

Deputy Chairperson

