
Key points:

Rainfall and river flows 2007/08 

What happened in 2007/08?
La Nina brings a drought
La Nina conditions caused drought in many parts of New Zealand in early 2008, and the Wellington 
region was no exception. Following an El Nino that caused an autumn drought in 2007, spring was in 
general drier and more settled than usual as a La Nina episode set in. Rainfall during November 2007 
was particularly low – in most parts of the Wairarapa it was the driest November in more than 20 

the Wellington region.

The areas with the lowest rainfall compared to average were the eastern Wairarapa hills, the 
Wairarapa plains, the eastern Tararua Range, the Wainuiomata catchment and northern and eastern 
parts of the Hutt Valley. In these places, rainfall over the period November 2007 to March 2008 was 

the Wellington region. 

Due to particularly low rainfall in the eastern Tararua Range the Ruamahanga River had its lowest 

although in the eastern Wairarapa hills drought conditions persisted through until May. By June, 
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How bad was the drought?
An analysis of information from NIWA suggests that this year’s drought 

partly a result of very low rainfall leading up to summer – reducing the usual 
spring grass growth.

Water take restrictions to protect river flows

streams, because the amount of habitat is reduced and water temperatures are 

Regional Freshwater Plan. The policies mean that abstractions from rivers and 

the region. Due to the low spring rainfall, the restrictions were implemented 
very early in the summer – for some rivers there were restrictions in force in 

many Wairarapa rivers and streams. 

sustaining these values of the lower Ruamahanga River. During the next year 

Natural hazards 

What is Greater 
Wellington doing?

at more than 70 automatic recording stations 

water restrictions when appropriate.

involves monitoring river levels, forecasting 

who may be affected.

What can you do?

watering lightly every day. This encourages deeper-

much rainfall there has been in your area.
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More information

www.gw.govt.nz/envreports

www.gw.govt.nz/monitoring


