
Key points:

River and stream health 2007/08

What happened in 2007/08?
Water quality monitoring
Monitoring during 2007/08 showed that 19 of the 56 river and stream monitoring sites had excellent 
water quality and complied with all six guidelines we use to measure overall stream health. A further 
10 sites failed just one of the guidelines and are classed as having good water quality. Rivers and 
streams with excellent or good water quality are all located in catchments where the land cover 

from indigenous forest to urban and agricultural uses. Almost half of the river and stream sites 

E. coli bacteria (22 sites) and water clarity (22 sites). Rivers 

Excellent – complies with all 6 guidelines
Good – complies with 5 of 6 guidelines
Fair – complies with 3 or 4 of 6 guidelines
Poor – complies with 2 or 3 of 6 guidelines

Water quality index
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Riparian rehabilitation monitoring

quality and stream health in three catchments 
undergoing riparian rehabilitation since 2002. A 
recent report on the 2002-2007 monitoring results 
concluded that while the riparian vegetation is 

it is also apparent that improvements at all three 
study streams are being limited by contaminants 
from agricultural and urban land use entering the 
streams above the rehabilitation areas.

Urban stream classification

and will provide a basis for stronger protection of existing urban stream values 

An example of an urban stream with high ecological value is the Kaiwharawhara 
Stream (pictured). Invertebrates collected from seven out of eight stream 
sampling sites in the Kaiwharawhara catchment indicated good or excellent 

What is Greater Wellington doing?

(Didymosphenia geminata).
didymo has been detected in the region.

quality catchments we provide plants to landowners who have fenced off 
streams. Email riparian@gw.govt.nz or visit www.gw.govt.nz/streams if 

environments across the region. New groups to start in 2007/08 were the 

care groups.

What can you do?

rivers or streams. 

streams and less waste. Sign up on-line at www.bethedifference.gw.govt.nz

More information

www.gw.govt.nz/envreports


