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This Road Safety Plan has been developed
collaboratively by the agencies represented

on the Regional Transport Committee, with
assistance from NZ Police and Accident
Compensation Corporation (ACC). The plan
sets out an action programme aimed at improving
the region’s road safety outcomes to address the
issues highlighted in a comprehensive review!
undertaken in late 2008.

Worsening road safety outcomes

In recent years there has been a growing trend in
road crashes. This trend is in the wrong direction
and quite unacceptable. The following graph
highlights the recent increase in fatal and serious
injury crashes.

Road safety issues of particular significance in
the region include:

e In 2007 the social cost of the region’s road
crashes was around $394 million

*  63% of injury crashes occurred on local
urban roads

e Nearly one third of crashes involve 15 to
24 year olds, well above their proportion
of the population

Human factors (such as failure to give way,
travelling too fast, poor judgement) are the
most common causal factors of reported
crashes

The general pattern of causal factors and
crash types has remained fairly constant
over the last twenty years

The number of fatal and serious crashes
involving cyclists in 2007 was a record high

Alcohol and speed remain very significant
factors in fatal and serious crashes, particularly
involving males up to 49 years of age

Alcohol related crashes declined markedly
during the 1990s but have remained steady
for much of the last decade

The average age of the vehicle fleet has risen
steadily to over 12 years of age, meaning
that adoption of safer vehicle technologies

is relatively slow

A recent increase in the use of motorcycle
and mopeds correlates to a similar rise in
fatal and serious crashes involving riders
of these vehicles.

Figure 1: Fatal and serious crashes per annum (source: New Zealand Transport Agency)
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1 Greater Wellington Road Safety Investigation 2008, J Maass & C Walther.



Relationship of this Road Safety
Plan with other regional plans

Many of the region’s transport plans contribute
to achieving a safe transport system. The
regional plans for walking, cycling, and public
transport sit alongside and integrate with this
plan. These other plans focus on the provision
of good quality infrastructure and services to
ensure they are easy, safe and attractive to use.
Public transport is the safest mode of travel and
mode shift from less safe modes will positively
contribute to safer outcomes. The corridor plans
also include specified road and public transport
improvements which often have safety benefits.

Strategic context

What we plan to do

The agencies responsible for implementing

road safety actions in the region are all reporting
good progress against the actions agreed in the
previous plan (adopted August 2004). However,
the worsening outcomes clearly suggest that more
needs to be done. In developing this Regional
Road Safety Plan, we have given consideration to:

e what can be done differently at a national level
e what can be done at a regional /local level
e whether we are doing enough locally; and

e what we need to do differently.

The plan is aligned with the strategic framework provided by the Regional Land Transport Strategy

(RLTS) 2007 - 2016.

The objectives of the RLTS are:

* Assist economic and regional development

* Assist safety and personal security
e Improve access, mobility and reliability
e Protect and promote public health

* Ensure environmental sustainability

e Ensure that the Regional Transport Programme is affordable for the regional community.

The RLTS outcomes of particular relevance to this implementation plan are:

* Increased safety for pedestrians and cyclists

* Improved regional road safety.

The RLTS 2016 targets of particular relevance to this implementation plan are:

e There are no road crash fatalities attributable to roading network deficiencies

e Fewer than 100 pedestrians injured in the region per annum

e Fewer than 75 cyclists injured in the region per annum.



Road Safety Vision

To continuously improve the level of regional
road safety based on a firmly established
safety culture.

Safer Systems approach

International best practice recommends a
systems approach? be applied to the road safety
problem with a focus on road environment,
vehicle and road user interventions. This
approach uses appropriate combinations of
engineering, education and enforcement to
achieve a safer system. The Ministry of
Transport is supporting a systems approach

as they go about developing the new national
road safety strategy to 2020. The approach has
been used in the development of the plan’s
action programme.

Safer Vehicles

Monitoring

Progress of actions outlined in the following
Road Safety Action Programme will be reported
to the Regional Transport Committee on a
quarterly basis.

A number of key outcome indicators relating to
safety will continue to be reported annually by
the New Zealand Transport Agency and in the
Regional Transport Committee’s Annual
Monitoring Report on the RLTS.

Safer Road
Users

Safer Travel
Speeds

Safer Roads
and Roadsides

2 Adapted from New Zealand Road Assessment Programme/KiwiRAP, 2008.
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